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COURSE OBJECTIVES

ENC 1102 is designed to improve critical reading and analysis skills through discussion and examination, both oral and written, of selected works of literature.  It is also designed to develop research skills through the successful completion of a research paper.

BOOKS AND MATERIALS

Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  Portable Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing.
	8th ed.  Boston: Thomson Wadsworth, 2013.
Bullock, Richard, and Francine Weinberg.  The Little Seagull Handbook.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 2011.
Dictionary
Folder with side pockets for research paper

COURSE WORK

Literary Analyses

Three literary analyses of 2-3 pages in length will be required: two essays on short stories, and one essay on poetry.

The short story and poetry essays should be typed, double spaced.  They should be 500-700 words in length.  Please staple the pages together, and provide a heading in MLA format. (see Seagull, p. 133)  All essays must be turned in as hard copy during class; final drafts will not be accepted outside of class, and they will not be accepted electronically. 


Late Literary Analyses

You are allowed to turn in one literary analysis one class meeting late with no grade penalty.  This is your late freebie.   The late freebie cannot be used for any portion of the research paper assignment.  After you have used up your late freebie, any essay turned in late will be docked one letter grade for every class meeting it is late.

Revised Literary Analysis

You are allowed to revise one literary analysis to improve the grade.  Any revisions must be received before final exam week.  The revision option cannot be used for any portion of the research paper assignment. 


Research Paper

The research paper should be completed by the end of the semester.  It should be five to seven pages in length, fully researched and accurately documented in MLA format.  Further information will be provided.


Quizzes, Reader Responses, Classwork Exercises

Many classes will begin with a short, written response on the reading assignments.  Each response will be graded with a check mark (with or without a “+” or “–“ respective of the quality of the work handed in).
This is a discussion rather than a lecture class. As such, students should come to class prepared with comments and questions from that day’s readings in order to participate in the class. If it becomes evident that the students are coming to class ill prepared to participate in the discussion, a formal quiz will be given and the grade received will count for the participation grade for that day.

Quizzes, reader responses, and classwork exercises cannot be made up in the event of an absence.  

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is required.  After three absences, an excessive absence warning will be sent.  Five absences are grounds for withdrawal from the course.

Absence from class is not an excuse for incompletion of the reading assignments or papers.  In the event of an absence, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor about missed work before the next class meeting.  The syllabus is not always an accurate indication of the assignment; changes will be made.

Students leaving class before it is dismissed without prior approval will be charged with an absence.  Students arriving more than twenty minutes late will be charged with an absence. Habitual tardiness will accrue absences and could result in being withdrawn from the course if absences exceed five.

The withdrawal deadline is November 13.  Students may withdraw themselves up until the withdrawal deadline.  After the deadline, students can no longer withdraw themselves, but they can be withdrawn for excessive absences by the professor.  Any student withdrawn from the course will receive a W.  

NOTE: Many classes will begin with short quizzes on the reading assignment.  Students arriving late will not be permitted to take the quiz, and quizzes cannot be made up.


CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

Students are expected to arrive prepared and on time, and to participate in classwork and discussions.  

All cell phones should be turned off or switched to silent mode before class begins.  All earpieces should be removed.  If students use a laptop or iPad to take notes, they should be prepared to show thorough notes at the end of class.  If notes are not taken, no further use of laptop or iPad will be allowed.

FINAL GRADE

Literary Analysis:  3 essays				15% each of final grade (45%)
Reader Responses/Classwork:  			15% of final grade
Research Paper:					30%  of final grade
Participation:						10%  of final grade
Total:							100%

90 -100 % = A
80 – 89.99 % = B
70 – 70.99 % = C
60 – 69.99 % = D
0 -  59.99 % = F

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, pictures, design, and/or intellectual property without the correct documentation and punctuation. This includes the following:

· Using an author’s words or phrases without quotation marks.
· Using information from a source without documenting the source in proper MLA format (in parentheses).
Any essay that contains a plagiarized passage, no matter how short, will receive a zero (0).  Intentional plagiarism can result in failure of the course.

GORDON RULE

To satisfy state requirements, students are required to complete multiple college-level writing assignments and achieve a grade of C or higher. 


WHERE TO GO FOR HELP

With your essays:

· Your professor -- wlofdahl@valenciacollege.edu
· Online:  go to Valencia site, then Faculty/Staff, then Faculty Web Sites, then Lofdahl
· The Writing Center (5-155) – by appointment The Writing Center is a service that provides assistance with the quality of written assignments.  They are not there to edit or “correct” your essay.  Do do not ask them to do so.
· External sources – list available at http://valenciacollege.edu/west/lss/communications/links.cfm

With your life:

Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home, or work.  BayCare Behavioral Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470.  Face-to-face counseling is also available.

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. 


		

This syllabus is subject to change!
